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Current Conditions around  
Nebraska and the region… 









 
  



 





 

 





 



 









Climate Summary 
Relatively dry heading into Spring/Summer 
2012 

 12% of NE in D0-D1 (no D2-D4 at present) 
 Recharge season has been hit and miss 
 Hot and dry March was a big story region-wide 
ramping up demand early 
 Models trending toward Neutral/El Nino (~90%) 
later this   summer into fall (IRI)….. 

Rockies snow pack NOT good and needs a 
“miracle” end to April and May 

Most basins feeding the North and South Platte 
basins are at < 50% of snow water equivalent and 
resultant streamflow forecasts are generally around 
50% of normal 

Climate Prediction Center’s Seasonal Drought 
Outlook calls for “Some Improvement” to the 
USDM in ne NE and “Persistence” in the 
Panhandle between now and the end of July 



Nebraska Water Supply Update… 
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SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com 



Lake McConaughy 
Civil engineer Cory Steinke reported that snowpack accumulation in the 
Rocky Mountains of Colorado and Wyoming are below normal. Snowpack is 
currently 49 percent of normal in the upper North Platte River Basin, 69 
percent in the lower basin, and 60 percent in the South Platte River Basin. 
"Current inflows to Lake McConaughy are 718 cubic feet per second," Steinke 
said, "while average inflows for this time of year are around 1,480 cfs. With 
the ongoing releases of water necessary to meet the flow requirements of 
Central's federal license, the lake's elevation is slowly dropping."  
Depending upon spring precipitation amounts, he said, Lake McConaughy 
may have already reached its peak elevation for the year.  
Steinke added that the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is no longer projecting a 
spill of excess water from its Wyoming reservoirs. As recently as a month ago, 
he said, the Bureau had been anticipating that storage conditions in its North 
Platte River reservoirs would result in at least a small release of water that 
exceeded storage capacity. The Wyoming reservoirs are currently 86 
percent full.  
           
SOURCE: CNPPID News Release, April 9, 2012 

 



Map of 14-day average streamflow compared 
to historical streamflow for the day of year 



Map of 14-day average streamflow compared 
to historical streamflow for the day of year 
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Map of below normal 7-day average streamflow 
compared to historical streamflow for the day of year 



Republican River Basin 

Hugh Butler:  16.3% of conservation pool 
 Enders: 42.9% of conservation pool 
Harry Strunk: 97.3% of conservation pool 
Swanson: 67.4% of conservation pool 

Source: BOR http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs/ 



Republican River Basin 

Harlan County Current Conditions 
 Conservation Pool is 100% Full 
 320,664 Acre-Feet of water in 

storage compared to 324,994 AF last 
year at this time 

 

Source: BOR http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs/ 



Water Supply Summary 

Supply is stable for now, but may have 
reached seasonal peaks in many basins 

Lake McConaughy has a lower elevation and reduced inflows 
already compared to last year and storage may have peaked for 
the year 
Storage in the Republican River system is comparable to what it 
was last year at this time with Harlan County 100% full 
A combination of reduced run-off, dry soils, and higher irrigation 
demand will impact water supply over the next several months.  
Most systems are currently in good shape due to favorable 
conditions over the last 2 growing seasons but more than likely 
will see reductions during this growing season 

 



Questions? 
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