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Current Conditions around  
Nebraska and the region… 







































http://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current/ 





Climate/Drought Summary 
Most of the region has recorded above 
normal precipitation for the year, but there 
are pockets of dryness which do go back to 
last fall. 
14.80% of the contiguous U.S. is 
currently in drought (D1 or worse) as of 
06/21/2016 

This time last year it was at 25.13%.  
Down nearly 4% Year-to-Date (18.74% on Dec. 29, 
2015) 

Current USDM (06/21/2016) for NE shows 
0.91% of the state in drought (D1 only), 
up from 0% on January 1, 2016 



Climate/Drought Summary 
The Climate Prediction Center’s Seasonal 
Drought Outlook calls for improvement or 
removal of drought across the Southwest  

   by the end of September but drought     
developing across the Pacific Northwest. 
 

CPC/IRI ENSO Alert System Status: 
 La Niña Development into 2017 

 
Synopsis: There is an approximately 75% 
chance that a moderate La Niña will develop 
through the Northern Hemisphere fall/winter  
of 2016-17, and a gradual decline during the 
spring of 2017. 

 



Nebraska Water Supply Update… 

Pathfinder Dam in Wyoming June 2016.  Photo courtesy  
of Chad McNutt, McNutt Ranch 



SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com 

97.6% Full 



SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com 

3263.6 Feet 
97.6% of Max 
June 2016 

3256.1 Feet 
85.1% of Max 
November  2015  



June 2016 CARC Meeting 

SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com 



SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com 



Lake McConaughy 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which assumes management of Glendo Reservoir in 
Wyoming from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation once the volume of water in the lake 
reaches the flood pool, is beginning to store additional water in the flood pool to reduce 
downstream impacts along the North Platte River. 
 
Glendo Reservoir’s flood pool is currently about 20 percent full, leaving space to store 
additional inflows expected in the near future. Pathfinder Reservoir is currently spilling 
excess water over the dam’s Spillway and the snowmelt above Pathfinder and Seminoe  
Reservoir is beginning to accelerate, so there remains plenty of water yet to come 
downstream. 
 
CNPPID is working with local, state and federal agencies to address issues caused by 
high water in the Platte Basin. It appears that flows below Kingsley Dam have peaked, 
he said, unless there is a rapid change in the rate of snowmelt. The late spring rain and 
snowfall, as well as cooler than normal temperatures in the mountains, have combined 
to produce a really different year in terms of the timing of the snowmelt and conditions 
in the basin. 
 
 
  

SOURCE: CNPPID News Release, June 6, 2016 

 www.cnppid.com 



14-day average streamflow compared 
to historical streamflow for the day of year 



14-day average streamflow compared 
to historical streamflow for the day of year 

4th  Percentile 

1st Percentile 
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19th Percentile 

11th Percentile 

71st Percentile 



Republican River Basin 

Hugh Butler:  44.3%(33.6%) of conservation pool 

Enders: 26.7% (23.1%) of conservation pool 

Harry Strunk: 100%(92.4%) of conservation pool 

Swanson: 58.8% (36.8%) of conservation pool 

Source: BOR  http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs 

 

*values in red are from the 
last CARC meeting in 
November 2015. 



Republican River Basin 

Harlan County Current Conditions 
 Conservation Pool is 76.7% full (48.3%)  
 
 241,024 Acre-Feet in storage compared to 

151,824 Acre-Feet (AF) of water in storage during 
November 2015 

 
 Last year at this time, 201,044 AF was in storage 
 
 Historical average storage for this time of the year 

is 260,566 AF 
 

Source: BOR http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs/ 



Water Supply Summary 
 No hydrological issues in the state as we have had 

significant run-off into the Platte basin due to a good snow 
season and spring rains. 

 
 Lake McConaughy is currently: 

 7.5 feet higher than it was during the last CARC meeting in November 
2015. 

 The inflows have decreased over the last few weeks and are about two-
thirds less than the peak in May. 

 Elevation is about the same as it was last year at this time. 
 

 Overall, storage in the Republican River basin has improved 
since the last CARC meeting due to the impact of seasonal 
run-off. 
 Harlan County is currently: 

 89,200 Acre-Feet higher than in November 2015 (last CARC meeting)  
 19,542 AF lower than the historical average for this time of year  

 

 



Any Questions ? 



  
 Brian Fuchs 

    bfuchs2@unl.edu 
    402-472-6775 

 
 Mark Svoboda 

 msvoboda2@unl.edu 
 402-472-8238 

  
 National Drought Mitigation Center 

 School of Natural Resources 
 University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

 
 Contact Information: 

mailto:bfuchs2@unl.edu
mailto:msvoboda2@unl.edu
mailto:msvoboda2@unl.edu
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