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Current Conditions around 
Nebraska and the region…
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Summary

Steady as she goes…conditions slowly 
improving state-wide

33% of NE Abnormally Dry  (D0)
19% of NE classified in Moderate Drought (D1)

Better snows in the Rockies (especially 
Colorado)
Better flows and lake levels in general
Hydro has a ways to go though…..



Nebraska Water Supply Update…



42.7% Full

SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com



3218 Feet

3223 Feet

SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com



Lake McConaughy
“Civil Engineer Cory Steinke reported that the snow water 
equivalent in the snowpack above Seminoe Reservoir on the 
North Platte River in Wyoming is currently 111% of the 30-year 
average. The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation's April snowmelt runoff 
forecast in the North Platte Basin predicted runoff of 900,000 
acre-feet or 101% of the 30-year average.

If that forecast proves correct, Steinke said, it would be the 
first time in nine years that runoff exceeded the 30-year average. 
"That's not nearly enough to fill Wyoming's North Platte River 
reservoirs, which are currently about one-third full," Steinke said, 
"but it will be helpful for irrigation canals in the Panhandle. We 
need to see those canals receive a full supply of irrigation water. 
That could help next year's return flows to the North Platte River 
and inflows to Lake McConaughy."”

SOURCE: CNPPID News Release, April 7, 2008



Map of 14-day average streamflow compared
To historical streamflow for the day of year



Map of 14-day average streamflow compared
To historical streamflow for the day of year

4th Percentile

1st Percentile

1st Percentile

5th Percentile
15th & 12th Percentiles



Republican River Basin

Hugh Butler:  72% of conservation pool
Enders: 40% increase in volume 
compared to last year at this time
Harry Strunk: 95% of conservation pool
Swanson: 46.8% of conservation pool 
and 2 feet higher than a year ago

Source: BOR http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs/



Republican River Basin

Harlan County Current Conditions
• Conservation Pool is 91.3% Full
• 123,244 Acre Feet more than a year ago
• 38,000 Acre Feet above the historical 

average

Source: BOR http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs/



Questions?
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