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Climate/Drought Summary 
Warmer than normal conditions and a mix of precipitation conditions have been the dominant 
feature on the High Plains with the northern Plains being quite dry in 2017 so far. 

The summer, up to this point, has not been overly hot. 

Drought has developed rapidly over the northern Plains over the last 1-2 months with areas 
now in Extreme Drought through almost 30 percent of North Dakota. 

Conditions for Nebraska are currently typical for this time of year with some dryness and 
drought developing over the last month and 8.69 percent of the state currently in drought, 
confined to northeast and north central Nebraska. 

The seasonal drought outlook does show the potential for improvements over the northern 
Plains by the end of September. 
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Nebraska Water Supply Update… 
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85.2% Full 

SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com 
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3257 Feet 
86.4% of Max 
November  2016  

3264 Feet 
98% of Max 
July 2016 

3256 Feet 
85.2% of Max 
July 2017 

SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com 



July 2017 CARC Meeting 
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SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com 
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Lake McConaughy 
 

 Civil engineer Cory Steinke reported that Lake McConaughy’s elevation,  

 currently at elevation 3,256.4 (85 percent of capacity), is dropping about  

 two inches per day in response to increasing irrigation demands. Inflows  

 have been around 600 cubic feet per second (cfs) while releases have  

 been about 3,100 cfs. 

  

  

 SOURCE: CNPPID News Release, July 5, 2017 

  www.cnppid.com 
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Republican River Basin 
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 Hugh Butler:  44.9%(39.5%) of conservation pool 

 Enders: 21.4% (23.5%) of conservation pool 

 Harry Strunk: 76.7%(69.3%) of conservation pool 

 Swanson: 57.6% (39.7%) of conservation pool 

  *values in red are from the last 
CARC meeting in November 2016. 

Source: BOR  http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs 

 



Republican River Basin 
Harlan County Current Conditions 

Conservation Pool is 81.6% full (60.9%)  

 

256,247 Acre-Feet in storage compared to 191,433 Acre-Feet (AF) of water in storage during 
November 2016 

 

Last year at this time, 235,510 AF was in storage (July 2016) 

 

Historical average storage for this time of the year is 253,575 AF 
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*values in red are from the last 
CARC meeting in November 2016. 

Source: BOR http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs/ 



Water Supply Summary 
Lake McConaughy is currently 85.2 percent of capacity which is about what it was in November 
2016 (last CARC meeting) with seasonal demands due to irrigation increasing.   

The Republican River basin reservoirs are at typical levels for this time of year as water is 
moved through them to meet irrigation demands. 

Harlan County Reservoir is holding about 65,000 acre-feet more water now than in November 
2016.   

Harlan County is holding about 20,000 acre-feet more water now than last year at this time and 
is about average for this time of year. 

There should be plenty of water moving through these systems to meet irrigation demand for 
the 2017 growing season. 
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O U R  PA R T N E R S  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Any Questions ? 



 Brian Fuchs 
    bfuchs2@unl.edu 

    402-472-6775 
 National Drought Mitigation Center 

 School of Natural Resources 
 University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

mailto:bfuchs2@unl.edu
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